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In the realm of biblical literature, the Gospel of John holds a prominent
position, captivating readers with its profound teachings and intimate
portrayal of Jesus Christ. The Weymouth New Testament in Modern
Speech offers a fresh and insightful translation of this beloved Gospel,
making it accessible to contemporary readers.

This comprehensive article embarks on an in-depth exploration of the
Weymouth New Testament in Modern Speech, focusing specifically on the
Gospel of John. Chapter by chapter, we will delve into the nuances of
Weymouth's translation, uncovering the significance and relevance of
John's message for modern-day Christians.

Chapter 1: The Prologue
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The opening chapter of John's Gospel sets the stage for the entire
narrative, introducing Jesus as the eternal Word who became flesh and
dwelt among us. Weymouth's rendering of the Prologue captures the
essence of Jesus' divine nature and his role as the revealer of God.

In verse 14, Weymouth translates "the Word became a man and lived
among us," highlighting the humanity of Jesus while emphasizing his
distinct nature as the "only-begotten Son" who "is in the bosom of the
Father." This translation conveys the intimate relationship between Jesus
and God, a relationship that forms the core of John's Gospel.

Chapter 2: The Wedding at Cana

The second chapter of John presents the first of Jesus' miracles, the
transformation of water into wine at a wedding in Cana. Weymouth's
translation brings out the symbolism embedded in this miracle, portraying
Jesus as the "provider of a higher and more satisfying life." (John 2:11)

Weymouth's rendering of verse 21, "He meant the sanctuary of his body,"
sheds light on the deeper spiritual significance of Jesus' resurrection. By
raising his body from the dead, Jesus demonstrated his power over death
and established a new temple, his own body, where God would dwell with
his people.

Chapter 3: The Conversation with Nicodemus

In chapter 3, Jesus engages in a profound conversation with Nicodemus, a
Pharisee who seeks to understand the nature of spiritual rebirth.
Weymouth's translation clarifies the concept of being "born again" (John
3:3),explaining it as a spiritual transformation that comes from above, from
the Holy Spirit.



Verse 16, rendered as "God so greatly loved the world that he gave his
only-begotten Son," underscores the sacrificial love at the heart of God's
plan for humanity. This love is not limited to a select few but extends to all
who believe in Jesus Christ.

Chapter 4: The Woman at the Well

Chapter 4 depicts Jesus' encounter with a Samaritan woman at Jacob's
well. Weymouth's translation brings to light the cultural and religious
barriers that Jesus transcended in his conversation with her.

In verse 26, Jesus reveals himself as the Messiah, the long-awaited Savior
of the world. Weymouth's phrasing, "I who am speaking to you, am **he**,"
emphasizes the direct and personal nature of Jesus' claim.

Chapter 5: The Healing at the Pool of Bethesda

In chapter 5, Jesus heals a paralyzed man at the pool of Bethesda.
Weymouth's translation highlights Jesus' authority to forgive sins and his
power to heal both physical and spiritual ailments.

Verse 19, rendered as "The Son does nothing of himself, but only what he
sees the Father ng," emphasizes Jesus' dependence on and unity with the
Father. This unity is essential for understanding Jesus' mission and
ministry.

Chapter 6: The Feeding of the Five Thousand

Chapter 6 recounts Jesus' miraculous feeding of a vast crowd with five
loaves and two fish. Weymouth's translation captures the abundance and
provision of God's grace through Jesus.



In verse 35, Jesus is portrayed as the "bread of life" who satisfies the
hunger of the soul. Weymouth's rendering, "Whoever comes to me shall
never go hungry; and whoever believes in me shall never thirst," speaks to
the transformative power of faith in Jesus.

Chapter 7: The Feast of Tabernacles

Chapter 7 takes place during the Jewish Feast of Tabernacles. Weymouth's
translation conveys the tension and conflict between Jesus and the Jewish
authorities.

Verse 37, rendered as "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink,"
invites all who are spiritually thirsty to find refreshment and salvation in
Jesus. This invitation is open to all, regardless of their background or
status.

Chapter 8: The Woman Caught in Adultery

Chapter 8 presents the story of a woman caught in adultery and brought
before Jesus. Weymouth's translation highlights Jesus' compassion, mercy,
and refusal to condemn.

In verse 11, Jesus' words, "Go, and be guilty of this sin no longer," convey
both forgiveness and a call to repentance. This balance of grace and
accountability is characteristic of Jesus' ministry.

Chapter 9: The Healing of the Man Born Blind

Chapter 9 describes Jesus' healing of a man born blind. Weymouth's
translation weaves together physical and spiritual themes, revealing Jesus
as the light of the world.



Verse 5, rendered as "As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the
world," expresses Jesus' role as the source of spiritual enlightenment and
guidance.

Chapter 10: The Good Shepherd

In chapter 10, Jesus presents himself as the Good Shepherd who lays
down his life for the sheep. Weymouth's translation emphasizes the
sacrificial love and protective care of Jesus.

Verse 14, rendered as "I am the good shepherd; I know my own, and my
own know me," conveys the intimate and personal relationship between
Jesus and his followers.

Chapter 11: The Raising of Lazarus

Chapter 11 records the miraculous raising of Lazarus from the dead.
Weymouth's translation captures the emotional depth and spiritual
significance of this event.

Verse 25, rendered as "I am the resurrection and the life," proclaims Jesus'
power over death and his role as the giver of eternal life.

Chapter 12: The Triumphal Entry

Chapter 12 recounts Jesus' triumphal entry into Jerusalem. Weymouth's
translation highlights the fulfillment of prophecy and the growing recognition
of Jesus as the Messiah.

Verse 13, rendered as "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord,"
reflects the joyful anticipation and hope that accompanied Jesus' arrival.



Chapter 13: The Last Supper

Chapter 13 presents the Last Supper, where Jesus washes the disciples'
feet and teaches them the importance of humility and service.
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