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The Battle of Hampton Roads was the first battle between ironclad
warships, and it forever changed the course of naval warfare.

The battle took place on March 8-9, 1862, in Hampton Roads, Virginia. The
Union ironclad USS Monitor fought against the Confederate ironclad CSS
Virginia. The battle was a draw, but it proved that ironclads were the future
of naval warfare.

The Design and Construction of the Ironclads

The USS Monitor was designed by John Ericsson. It was made of iron, and
its deck was only 18 inches above the waterline. The ship was armed with
two 11-inch Dahlgren guns in a revolving turret.

The CSS Virginia was a converted steam frigate. It was made of wood, but
its sides were covered with iron plates. The ship was armed with ten guns,
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including two 7-inch rifles and eight 9-inch Dahlgren guns.

The Battle

The battle began on March 8, 1862, when the Virginia attacked the Union
fleet in Hampton Roads. The Virginia quickly sank two Union frigates, the
USS Cumberland and the USS Congress. The Virginia then attacked the
USS Monitor, which had just arrived on the scene.

The Monitor and the Virginia fought for several hours, but neither ship was
able to sink the other. The battle ended in a draw, but it proved that
ironclads were the future of naval warfare.

The Aftermath

The Battle of Hampton Roads was a major turning point in the American
Civil War. It showed that ironclads were the future of naval warfare, and it
led to the construction of more ironclads by both the Union and the
Confederacy.

The battle also had a significant impact on the development of naval
warfare. It showed that ships with wooden hulls were no longer effective
against ironclads, and it led to the development of new types of weapons
and tactics.

The Battle of Hampton Roads was a pivotal moment in the history of naval
warfare. It proved that ironclads were the future of naval warfare, and it led
to the development of new types of ships, weapons, and tactics.

The battle is still studied today by naval historians, and it is considered to
be one of the most important battles in the history of the United States
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