
Grow Celery Like Pro: The Ultimate Guide to
Growing Delicious, Healthy Celery
Celery is a nutritious vegetable that is easy to grow in your own garden.
With a little care and attention, you can grow celery like a pro. This guide
will teach you everything you need to know about growing celery, from
choosing the right variety to harvesting and storing your crop.

There are many different varieties of celery available, each with its own
unique flavor and growing characteristics. Some of the most popular
varieties include:

Golden Self-Blanching: This variety is known for its mild flavor and
ability to blanch itself.

Green Pascal: This is a classic celery variety with a strong flavor and
crisp texture.

Utah: This variety is known for its large, sturdy stalks.

When choosing a variety of celery, it is important to consider your climate
and growing conditions. Some varieties are better suited to warmer
climates, while others are more tolerant of cold weather.
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Celery seeds are very small, so it is important to start them indoors 6-8
weeks before the last frost. Sow the seeds in a seed tray filled with a well-
draining seed starting mix. Cover the seeds lightly with soil and keep them
moist.

Place the seed tray in a warm, sunny location. The seeds will germinate in
7-10 days. Once the seedlings have emerged, thin them out so that they
are spaced about 2 inches apart.

When the seedlings are 4-6 inches tall, they are ready to be transplanted
outdoors. Harden off the seedlings by gradually exposing them to outdoor
conditions for a week or two before transplanting.

Choose a planting site that receives full sun and has well-drained soil.
Amend the soil with compost or manure to improve its fertility.

Dig a hole that is twice the width of the root ball and deep enough to
accommodate the entire root ball. Place the seedling in the hole and fill it in
with soil. Firm the soil around the base of the plant and water it well.

Celery is a relatively low-maintenance plant. However, it does require
consistent watering and fertilization.

Water celery plants deeply and regularly, especially during hot weather.
Mulch around the plants to help retain moisture and suppress weeds.
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Fertilize celery plants every few weeks with a balanced fertilizer. Follow the
directions on the fertilizer label for the specific application rate.

Blanching celery is a process of covering the stalks to prevent them from
turning green. This results in a more tender and flavorful celery stalk.

There are two main methods of blanching celery:

Earthing Up: This method involves mounding soil around the base of
the celery plants as they grow. The soil will cover the stalks and
prevent them from turning green.

Cardboard Blanching: This method involves placing a piece of
cardboard over the celery plants. The cardboard will block out the light
and keep the stalks from turning green.

Celery is ready to harvest when the stalks are thick and firm. You can
harvest individual stalks or the entire plant.

To harvest an individual stalk, simply cut it off at the base of the plant. To
harvest the entire plant, cut the stalks off at the base and remove the roots.

Celery can be stored in the refrigerator for up to 2 weeks. Wrap the celery
in a damp paper towel and place it in a plastic bag.

You can also store celery in the freezer for up to 6 months. Cut the celery
into 1-inch pieces and freeze it in a freezer-safe bag.

Growing celery is a rewarding experience. With a little care and attention,
you can grow delicious, healthy celery in your own garden. By following the
tips in this guide, you can grow celery like a pro.
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