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Nestled in the heart of the poverty-stricken Ozark Mountains, the small
town of Hardscrabble is a place where dreams wither and hope is scarce.
But when a stranger arrives in town offering a chance at a better life, one
young woman must decide whether she is willing to risk her heart for a
glimpse of something more.

Ellie Martin is a young woman who has seen more than her fair share of
hardship. Her father died when she was young, and her mother struggles to
make ends meet. Ellie has always dreamed of a better life, but she knows
that it is just a dream. That is, until a stranger arrives in town.
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The stranger is a man named John, and he is offering to take a group of
people to California, where there is work and opportunity. Ellie is hesitant at
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first, but she knows that this is her chance to escape the poverty and
despair of Hardscrabble. She decides to join John's group, and they set off
on their journey west.

The journey is long and arduous, but Ellie is determined to make a better
life for herself. She works hard and never gives up hope. Along the way,
she meets a group of people who become her friends and family. Together,
they face the challenges of the journey and support each other through
thick and thin.

As they travel, Ellie begins to realize that there is more to life than just
surviving. She learns the importance of love, family, and community. She
also learns that hope can be found even in the darkest of times.

When they finally reach California, Ellie is a changed woman. She is
stronger, more resilient, and more hopeful than she ever was before. She
has found a new home and a new family, and she is ready to start a new
chapter in her life.

Hardscrabble Christmas is a heartwarming tale of hope and redemption. It
is a story that will stay with you long after you finish reading it. It is a story
that will remind you that anything is possible if you never give up hope.

About the Author

Renea Winchester is a native of the Ozark Mountains. She has written
several novels, including A Soft Place to Land, The Gospel According to
Prissy, and The Mark of the Cross. Her work has been praised for its
authenticity, its humor, and its heartwarming stories.

Read an Excerpt from Hardscrabble Christmas



The wind howled like a banshee, and the rain beat down on the roof of the
shack. Inside, Ellie Martin huddled close to the fire, trying to keep warm.
Her mother was sick in bed, and Ellie was worried about her. She knew that
if her mother died, she would be all alone in the world.

"Don't worry, Mama," Ellie said. "I'm here. I'll take care of you."

Her mother smiled weakly. "You're a good girl, Ellie," she said. "I don't know
what I would do without you."

Ellie looked into her mother's eyes and saw the fear there. She knew that
her mother was afraid of dying, and she didn't want to leave Ellie alone.
Ellie reached out and took her mother's hand.

"I'm not going anywhere, Mama," she said. "I'm here with you."

Her mother smiled again. "Thank you, Ellie," she said. "That means the
world to me."

Ellie sat there for a long time, holding her mother's hand and listening to the
storm rage outside. She knew that they were both facing an uncertain
future, but she was determined to stay strong for her mother. She would
never give up hope.

Buy Hardscrabble Christmas Today

Hardscrabble Christmas is available in paperback, ebook, and audiobook
formats. You can Free Download it from Our Book Library, Barnes & Noble,
or your favorite bookseller.
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