
Reviving Democracy Through Our Schools
and Civil Society
In the face of rising authoritarianism and political polarization, it is more
important than ever to find ways to strengthen democracy. Schools and civil
society organizations play a vital role in this effort. They can provide young
people with the knowledge, skills, and values they need to be active and
informed citizens. They can also create opportunities for people to come
together and work towards common goals.
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This book explores the vital role that schools and civil society organizations
play in fostering democratic values and practices. It provides a
comprehensive analysis of the challenges facing democracy today and
offers practical strategies for revitalizing civic education and engagement.
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The Challenges Facing Democracy

Democracy is facing a number of challenges today, including:

Rising authoritarianism: In many countries around the world,
authoritarian leaders are gaining power. These leaders often suppress
dissent and undermine democratic institutions.

Political polarization: Political polarization is on the rise in many
countries. This makes it difficult for people to find common ground and
work together to solve problems.

Fake news and misinformation: The spread of fake news and
misinformation is making it difficult for people to get accurate
information about the world around them. This can lead to distrust and
cynicism.

Declining civic engagement: Civic engagement is declining in many
countries. This means that people are less likely to vote, volunteer, or
participate in other forms of civic activity.

The Role of Schools and Civil Society Organizations

Schools and civil society organizations can play a vital role in addressing
these challenges and strengthening democracy. They can:

Provide young people with the knowledge, skills, and values they
need to be active and informed citizens. Schools can teach
students about the history and principles of democracy, as well as the
importance of civic engagement. They can also provide opportunities
for students to participate in extracurricular activities that promote civic
values, such as debate, student government, and community service.



Create opportunities for people to come together and work
towards common goals. Civil society organizations can bring people
together from all walks of life to work on issues that they care about.
This can help to build trust and understanding, and it can also lead to
positive change.

Advocate for policies that support democracy. Schools and civil
society organizations can advocate for policies that support
democracy, such as funding for civic education, campaign finance
reform, and voting rights. They can also work to hold elected officials
accountable for their actions.

Practical Strategies for Revitalizing Civic Education and Engagement

There are a number of practical strategies that schools and civil society
organizations can use to revitalize civic education and engagement. These
include:

Integrating civic education into the curriculum. Schools can
integrate civic education into all subjects, not just social studies. For
example, math teachers can teach students about budgeting and
finance, and science teachers can teach them about environmental
issues.

Providing opportunities for students to participate in
extracurricular activities. Schools can offer a variety of
extracurricular activities that promote civic values, such as debate,
student government, and community service.

Partnering with civil society organizations. Schools can partner
with civil society organizations to provide students with opportunities to
learn about and engage in civic issues. For example, schools can



partner with local non-profits to provide students with opportunities to
volunteer or to learn about environmental issues.

Advocating for policies that support democracy. Schools and civil
society organizations can advocate for policies that support
democracy, such as funding for civic education, campaign finance
reform, and voting rights.

Democracy is facing a number of challenges today, but it is still the best
system of government that we have. Schools and civil society organizations
play a vital role in strengthening democracy. They can provide young
people with the knowledge, skills, and values they need to be active and
informed citizens. They can also create opportunities for people to come
together and work towards common goals. By working together, we can
revitalize civic education and engagement and strengthen democracy for
generations to come.

Free Download your copy of Reviving Democracy Through Our
Schools and Civil Society today!
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