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In his groundbreaking new book, The Hipster Elite and Their War on You,
Taige Cruver argues that hipsters are not just a harmless subculture, but a
powerful social force that is driving gentrification, inequality, and the
destruction of communities. Cruver provides a wealth of evidence to
support his claims, drawing on interviews with hipsters, community
activists, and urban planners. He shows how hipsters use their cultural
capital to colonize new neighborhoods, drive up rents, and displace low-
income residents. He also argues that the hipster aesthetic is a form of
cultural imperialism that promotes a narrow and exclusionary view of what
is considered cool and desirable.

The Rise of the Hipster Elite
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Cruver traces the rise of the hipster elite to the early 2000s, when a new
generation of young, affluent professionals began to move into gentrifying
neighborhoods in major cities across the United States. These hipsters
were drawn to these neighborhoods by their low rents, vibrant street life,
and proximity to cultural amenities. However, as the number of hipsters in
these neighborhoods increased, so too did the rents. This led to the
displacement of many low-income residents, who could no longer afford to
live in the neighborhoods they had called home for generations.

Cruver argues that the hipster elite is not simply a group of young people
who are looking for cheap rent and a good time. Rather, he sees them as a
new class of urban pioneers who are remaking our cities in their own
image. He writes: "The hipster elite is a new class of urban pioneers who
are remaking our cities in their own image. They are young, affluent, and
well-educated. They are drawn to cities by the promise of excitement,
creativity, and opportunity. But they are also agents of gentrification,



inequality, and the destruction of communities."
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The Hipster Aesthetic

Cruver also argues that the hipster aesthetic is a form of cultural
imperialism that promotes a narrow and exclusionary view of what is
considered cool and desirable. He writes: "The hipster aesthetic is a form of
cultural imperialism that promotes a narrow and exclusionary view of what
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is considered cool and desirable. It is a style that is based on nostalgia,
irony, and a rejection of mainstream culture. It is a style that is designed to
appeal to a small, elite group of people who are in the know."

Cruver argues that the hipster aesthetic has a negative impact on our
culture. He writes: "The hipster aesthetic has a negative impact on our
culture. It is a style that is based on nostalgia, irony, and a rejection of
mainstream culture. It is a style that is designed to appeal to a small, elite
group of people who are in the know. This aesthetic has led to a decline in
the quality of our popular culture. It has also made it more difficult for
people from different backgrounds to come together and share a common
culture.”

The War on You

Cruver concludes his book by arguing that the hipster elite is waging a war
on the rest of us. He writes: "The hipster elite is waging a war on the rest of
us. They are using their cultural capital to colonize our neighborhoods,
drive up rents, and displace us from our homes. They are using their media
outlets to promote a narrow and exclusionary view of what is considered
cool and desirable. And they are using their political power to pass policies
that benefit themselves at the expense of the rest of us."

Cruver calls on us to resist the hipster elite and fight for our cities and our
culture. He writes: "We must resist the hipster elite and fight for our cities
and our culture. We must organize ourselves and demand that our elected
officials take action to stop gentrification and displacement. We must
support community-based organizations that are working to create
affordable housing and preserve our cultural heritage. And we must create
our own cultural institutions that reflect the diversity of our communities."



Cruver's book is a must-read for anyone who wants to understand the
forces that are shaping our cities and our culture. It is a powerful indictment
of the hipster elite and a call to arms for all of us who are fighting for a more
just and equitable world.

About the Author

Taige Cruver is a writer and activist who lives in Oakland, California. He is

the author of several books, including The Hipster Elite and Their War on
You and The End of Suburbia: How the New Urbanism Is Changing the
Way We Live. Cruver is a regular contributor to The Guardian, The Nation,
and The New Republic. He is also the co-founder of the Anti-Eviction
Mapping Project, a non-profit organization that documents displacement in
Oakland.
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