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Jane Addams's Twenty Years at Hull House is a classic work of social
reform literature that chronicles her experiences founding and running Hull
House, a settlement house in Chicago's immigrant neighborhood. The book
offers a vivid account of the challenges and rewards of working with the
poor and marginalized, and it provides valuable insights into the social and
economic conditions of the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

Addams was born in 1860 to a wealthy family in Cedarville, Illinois. She
graduated from Rockford College in 1881 and spent the next few years
traveling in Europe. In 1889, she and her friend Ellen Gates Starr founded
Hull House in a dilapidated mansion in Chicago's 19th Ward. The
settlement house provided a variety of services to the neighborhood's poor
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and immigrant residents, including childcare, education, healthcare, and
legal aid.

Addams's work at Hull House was groundbreaking in many ways. She was
one of the first social reformers to focus on the needs of women and
children. She also pioneered the use of settlement houses as a means of
social reform. Settlement houses were community centers that provided a
variety of services to the poor and marginalized. They were staffed by
volunteers, who lived in the settlement house and worked side-by-side with
the people they served.

Twenty Years at Hull House is a fascinating account of Addams's work at
Hull House. The book is divided into two parts. The first part is an
autobiography, in which Addams describes her childhood, education, and
early experiences in social reform. The second part of the book is a
detailed account of Hull House's history and work. Addams writes about the
challenges of working with the poor and marginalized, but she also
celebrates the resilience and spirit of the people she served.

Addams's writing is clear, concise, and engaging. She has a gift for
storytelling that makes her work both informative and enjoyable to read.
Twenty Years at Hull House is an essential read for anyone interested in
social reform, urban history, or the life of Jane Addams.

The Impact of Hull House

Hull House had a profound impact on the lives of the people it served. The
settlement house provided a safe and welcoming space for immigrants,
who were often isolated and discriminated against. Hull House also offered



a variety of services that were essential to the well-being of the community,
including childcare, education, healthcare, and legal aid.

Addams's work at Hull House also had a significant impact on the
development of social reform in the United States. Hull House was a model
for other settlement houses that were founded throughout the country.
Addams also played a leading role in the development of social welfare
programs, such as the juvenile court system and the minimum wage.

Addams's legacy as a social reformer is immense. She was a pioneer in
the field of social work, and her work at Hull House helped to improve the
lives of countless people. She was also a tireless advocate for peace and
justice, and her work continues to inspire people around the world.

Jane Addams: A Life of Service

Jane Addams was born on September 6, 1860, in Cedarville, Illinois. She
was the eighth of nine children born to John Huy Addams and Sarah Weber
Addams. Addams's father was a prosperous farmer and businessman, and
her mother was a devout Quaker.

Addams was a bright and curious child. She loved to read and learn, and
she was always interested in helping others. As a young woman, Addams
attended Rockford College, where she studied philosophy, history, and
literature. After graduating from college, Addams spent several years
traveling in Europe. During her travels, she was exposed to the work of
social reformers such as John Ruskin and Arnold Toynbee.

In 1889, Addams and her friend Ellen Gates Starr founded Hull House in
Chicago's 19th Ward. Hull House was a settlement house that provided a



variety of services to the neighborhood's poor and immigrant residents.
Addams worked at Hull House for the rest of her life.

Over the years, Hull House became a center for social reform in Chicago.
Addams and her staff worked to improve the living conditions of the poor, to
provide education and healthcare to the community, and to advocate for
social justice. Addams also played a leading role in the development of the
juvenile court system and the minimum wage.

Addams was a tireless advocate for peace and justice. She was a member
of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, and she
worked to promote international cooperation and understanding. Addams
also spoke out against war and violence, and she was a vocal critic of the
United States' involvement in World War I.

Addams died on May 21, 1935, at the age of 74. She was buried in
Cedarville, Illinois. Addams's legacy as a social reformer is immense. She
was a pioneer in the field of social work, and her work at Hull House helped
to improve the lives of countless people. She was also a tireless advocate
for peace and justice, and her work continues to inspire people around the
world.

Twenty Years at Hull House: A Classic Work of Social Reform
Literature

Twenty Years at Hull House is a classic work of social reform literature that
chronicles Addams's experiences founding and running Hull House. The
book offers a vivid account of the challenges and rewards of working with
the poor and marginalized, and it provides valuable insights into the social
and economic conditions of the late 19th and early 20th centuries.



Addams's writing is clear, concise, and engaging, and she has a gift for
storytelling that makes her work both informative and enjoyable to read.
Twenty Years at Hull House is an essential read for anyone interested in
social reform, urban history, or the life of Jane Addams.
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