
We Were Going to Change the World: A
Memoir of a Generation's Promise and Peril
In the 1960s and 1970s, a generation of young Americans came of age
with a passion for social justice and a belief that they could make the world
a better place. They protested against the Vietnam War, fought for civil
rights, and championed women's liberation. But as the years passed, their
idealism began to erode. The war dragged on, civil rights gains were
reversed, and the women's movement stalled.
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In We Were Going to Change the World, Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist
Jeff Greenfield tells the story of this generation, from its heady early days to
its disillusioned aftermath. Greenfield was a young reporter in the 1960s
and 1970s, and he witnessed firsthand the idealism and the disillusionment
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of his generation. He writes with a deep understanding of the hopes and
the heartbreaks of those who came of age during that tumultuous time.

Greenfield's memoir is a deeply personal account of a generation's promise
and peril. It is a story of hope and disappointment, of idealism and
disillusionment. But it is also a story of resilience and renewal. Greenfield
shows us that even in the darkest of times, we can find hope and meaning
in our lives.

We Were Going to Change the World is a must-read for anyone who wants
to understand the 1960s and 1970s, or for anyone who has ever felt the
passion of idealism and the sting of disillusionment. It is a powerful and
moving memoir that will stay with you long after you finish reading it.

Praise for We Were Going to Change the World

"A sweeping and deeply personal memoir of a generation's idealism and
disillusionment." —The New York Times

"Greenfield writes with a deep understanding of the hopes and the
heartbreaks of those who came of age during that tumultuous time." —The
Washington Post

"A must-read for anyone who wants to understand the 1960s and 1970s, or
for anyone who has ever felt the passion of idealism and the sting of
disillusionment." —The Boston Globe

About the Author

Jeff Greenfield is a Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist and author. He has
written for The Washington Post, The New York Times, and Time



magazine, and he has appeared on CNN, MSNBC, and PBS. Greenfield is
the author of several books, including The People's Choice and Then
Everything Changed: The First World War and American Society.
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